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Paternal incarceration and teacher expectations of students
In this talk, Christopher Wildeman does three things. First, he demonstrates how common and unequally distributed parental imprisonment is. Second, he reviews existing research on the consequences of parental incarceration for children, paying special attention to differences in how paternal and maternal incarceration affect children. Third, he closes by presenting the results from an experimental vignette study that varied paternal incarceration status in order to determine how this event affects teacher expectations of students. 
PRYDE Poster Session Intergenerational Programs
The goal of this project is to implement, evaluate, refine, and disseminate the intergenerational program Building a Community Legacy Together (BCLT). The BCLT program provides a structured opportunity for high school-aged youth to interview elders about advice for living. It allows youth to learn about older people and aging and is expected to create respect for the wisdom of age and combat ageism. In addition, it provides youth with an opportunity to develop specific skill sets that will be useful to them in the future (e.g., interviewing and research skills). From the standpoint of older participants, the project provides an opportunity for elders to benefit from the experience of sharing wisdom with the young, such as reducing social isolation, providing a sense of usefulness, increasing self-esteem, and improving attitudes toward youth.
Youth Purpose
Past research has shown that considering one's sense of purpose in life can increase youths' levels of academic engagement and learning. Building on these results, this project utilizes a targeted purpose writing intervention to bolster the utility of 4-H workshops for young participants. Working with 4-H Cornell Cooperative Extension Programs in several counties across New York State, researchers will examine how purpose in life can be leveraged to enhance youth program learning and engagement. The promise of this project is to help youth connect knowledge gained in 4-H programs with their sense of purpose in life to deepen their motivation and capacity to contribute to the world around them.
Social Media
In contrast to popular opinions and stereotypes about the dangers of "too much screen time," social networking can contribute to positive, healthy adolescent development. Social media has also become a favored conduit for sharing information about healthy habits among young adults. This project is focused on how teens can make successful transitions into positive uses of social media as they enter young adulthood, exploring social media use among 4-H youth and assessing ways to encourage productive use of social media.
Pubertal Development
The psychology of puberty is not simply an issue of "growing pains." Virtually all children show steep increases in psychological distress at this life stage, including spikes in depression, anxiety, aggression, self-injurious behavior, and disordered eating. Why is puberty so difficult? Drawing on a sample of 4-H youth, this research identifies new and compelling insights into the psychology of puberty, and pinpoints an array of novel, malleable targets for change.
